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Taken down in Short Hand by an Edge 


Gentleman, who underſtands High D 
and happened accidentally to ab 4 
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The Editor to the READER. 
1 HE following Sheets were ſent to me by 


b the Penny · Poſt, together with a Letter in- 
cloſed as follows: 


N RS ” 
* E incloſed is genuine, and ought to be publiſhed, 
becauſe it will us the national Vices wwe are 


accuſed of by Foreigners ; and every one who has tra- 
velled abroad, and converſed freely with Foreigners, 
which few of our travelling Gentlemen do, muſt know, 
that it is not at Hanover alone, where ſuch Accuſa- 
tions are brought - againſt us. Though I am con- 
vinced, they are all moſt ſcanda falſe, yet it is 
highly probable, that ue haye laid 'a Foundation for 
them by ſome” Errors in our paſt Conduct, and theſe, 
J hope, will be prevented for the future by the Publi- 
cation of what follows, N 
I have ſent it to you, becauſe, I bear, you have the 
true Intereſt of your Country unfeignedly at Heart; 
and that I may depend upon yaur Honour, that, if 
you reſolve to publiſh it, you will firſt have it tran- 
ſcribed, and then commit the Copy to the Flames, as 
well as this Epiſtle. —Though unacquainted, I hope io 
ave ſoon an Opportunity of ſhawing you how much 
m 
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Ta 
Your hearty Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


TrHomas TruUeMAN. 


* 


By 


1 
By now ſeeing it in Print, Mr. Pueman will 
find, that I join with him in Opinion as to the Ex- 
pediency of it's ug ubliſhed ; and as I have no 
other Opportunity, I ſhall hereby affure him, that 
before ſending it to the Preſs, I punctually com- 
plied with what he recommends in his Letter. 


N. B. I delayed publiſhing this Conference for 
ſeveral Days, on Account of the French Invaſion 
we were alarmed with; but now the Danger is 
over, I hope my Countrymen will take Care to 
prevent their being governed by German Influence, 
as well as to enquire how we came to be fo much 

ſed to the Danger of being governed by French 
uence ; for from this Danger we have, in my 
Opinion, been protected by Providence alone; be- 
cauſe if the Bret Squadron had happened to meet 
with a fair Weſterly Wind when they firſt failed, in- 
ſtead of a ftrong North-Eaſt Wind, they might 
have taken 20000 Men on Board their Ships and 
the Tranſports lying at Dunkirk, and might have 
landed near London, before Sir Fohn Norris's Squa- 
dron was ready to oppoſe their Paſſage, or any one 
Regiment ordered towards London to oppoſe their 
Landing. 
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Private Conference, &c. 


ſuch an important as well as ſecret 
Nature, every one muſt ſuppoſe, the two 
Miniſters would take all poſſible Care not 
to be over-heard, eſpecially by any Britiſb 
Subject, and therefore I think it neceſſary 
to give the Reader ſome Account how it 
comes now to be publiſhed ; but muſt firſt 
beg Pardon for talking ſo much of myſelf, 
which I would of all Things have avoided, 
had I not found it abſolutely neceſſary, in 
order to inform the Publick, how I came to 
over-hear this Conference. 

My Father having always been a moſt 
zealous Whig, and remarkably ſo in the 
worſt of Times, he of courſe became a great 
Favourite at Court, in the Beginning of the 


late Reign, and had ſeveral very lucrative 
* Er- 
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Employments conferred upon him ; by 
which Means, together with a little pri- 
vate Stockjobbing, when his being in the 
Secret of Affairs gave him a manifeſt Ad- 
vantage, he made conſiderable Additions to 
his paternal Eſtate. But though he was 
pretty ſucceſsful in making his Court to the 
Britiſh Miniſters, he often found himſelf at 
a Loſs for want of the German Language, 
and an Intimacy with the Hanoverian Fa- 
vourites, Therefore, he reſolved, that I, 
who was his only Son, ſhould not labour 
under the ſame Diſadvantage, if it ſhould 
ever be my Fate to become a Favourite at 
Court. 

In my Infancy he took Care, that I 
ſhould be Maſter of the French Language, 
almoſt as ſoon as I was Maſter of the 
Engliſh; and after learning a little of the 
High Dutch at Home, he ſent me, in the 
Year 1734, when I was but fifteen Years 
of Age, to the Univerſity of Paderborne, 
with a Tutor, and two Servants, neither 
of whom could ſpeak a Word of any 
SONY Language but High Dutch, —At 

2 this 
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this Univerſity I continued four Years, and 
by my Father's particular Recommendation 
in moſt of his Letters, I made myſelf 
Maſter of that Language, and intimate with 
ſeveral young Noblemen of the EleQorate 
of * Hanover ; many of whom have in this 
Univerſity a Part of their Education. 

Soon after the Beginning of the Year 
1739, I was called Home, in order, as 
my Father ſaid, that he might get me 
provided for at Court ; but he died before 
he could effectuate his Purpoſe ; and as he 
left me in Poſſeſſion of a plentiful Eſtate, I 
reſolved to make the Tour of Eurape be- 
fore I determined on ſettling in any Way at 
Home ; depending upon my Education, 
and my Acquaintance with ſome of the 
chief Quality of the Electorate, that I 
ſhould have it in my Power to render my- 
ſelf a Favourite at Court, whenever I pleaſe 
ed. | 
With theſe Views I ſet out for France, 
as ſoon as I had ſettled my Affairs after 
my Father's Death ; and after not only vi- 
ſiting, but making myſelf thoroughly ac- 

B 2 quainted 


LS. 
quainted with the Court of France, and 
moſt of the Courts in Italy and Germany, 
J arrived at Hanover in March laſt, where 
I reſolved to make ſome Stay, in order to 
renew my former Acquaintance, and to 
make Friends of ſuch as I thought might 
be of Service to me in England. 

As I have the Happineſs to have a gen- 
tee] Perſon, a good maſculine Aſpect, and 


an agreeable baſs Voice; and as I have na- 
turally a good Share of what they call 


ſprightly Wit, and by Means of a good 


Ear, and a little Induſtry, had made my- 


ſelf Maſter of all the favourite little Songs 
of each Country I paſſed through, I found 
an eaſy Acceſs to the Ladies wherever I 
came: And my Education at the Court of 
France, had given ſuch a Turn of Negli- 
gence, Freedom and Familiarity to my Be- 
haviour and Converſation, that I became 
every where intimate almoſt as ſoon as ac- 

quainted. | 
Theſe Qualifications made me be ſoon 
taken Notice of by ſome of the principal 
Ladies at the Court of Hanover, and with 
one 


3 


o 
* RR l N 1 N rn * 3 . 
wy AS IN Hr f Bs. > >. © "OS oe * 8 
N N 6 4 8 FAX. %- 
. ip 3 3 r 
2 * = n A 

a 2 nt hn 8 

F 


__ 2 


. 
one of the moſt beautiful I commenced a 
Platonick Intrigue; for I ſoon found, ſhe 
was one of thoſe Ladies, who, like our cu- 


rious Gardeners, delight in cultivating a Gar- 
den, without ever taſting the Fruits. 


Though I am no Admirer of this Sort of 
Love, yet in Hopes the Lady might ſome 
Time or other alter her Mind, I carried on 
the Intrigue in her own Way ; but our in- 


nocent Amours were interrupted by my 


making the Campaign in the Army of the 
Allies upon the Rhine In a few Days 
after I returned to Hanover, I received from 
her the following Billet, 


My dear Engliſhman 9. 


Y Simpleton+ goes out to morrow Morn- 
ing at ſeven to a ſecret Council of a few 
of our Miniſters, who are to prepare Matters 
for the Great One at Night, and is to be a- 
broad the whole Day. Let me therefore have 


In her Letters ſhe always called me, Mon cher Au- 


gleir, which ſounds better in French than in E ngliſb. 


+ Bonhomme is a French Expreſſion, which cannot be 
properly tranſlated into Eng/yh. 


the 
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the Happineſs of enjoying one entire Day (I 
<v/h I could ſay a Near, an Age, if a Ma- 
hometan, I ſhould ſay, an Eternity) of your 
agreeable Converſation.———1 ſhall afſume the 
Malade far that Purpoſe —Be at the little 
' Back-door you know, exactly at Seven.—My 
trufty Damſel will let you in, and you know 
your Way to my Apartment, where you are 
fure of being received in Raptures by ber who 
will akvays be ; 


Wedneſday, Your conſtant, and 
02. 23, 1743- 


moſt paſſionate Lover. 


Dranaet. 


This Meſſage the Reader may believe I 
Joyfully received, and punctually obeyed, but 
to our great Surpriſe the truſty Damſel bolted 
into the Room a little after Eleven, and 
cried, Madam! Madam! Mynbeer the Ba- 
ron is juſt ſtepping out of his Coach, and 
Mon Seigneur le Compte de. — along with 

* The Lady choſe to ſubſcribe her Letters by this 


Name. 5 - 
him, 


ZZ» 


tim,—As it was not proper, however i inno- 
cent, that Mynbeer ſhould find me alone 
with his Lady in her Bedchamber, and as 
it was impoſſible for me to get out of the 
Apartment, without running the Riſk of 
meeting the Baron coming in, ſhe lock'd 
me up in a large light Cloſet in her Dreſſ- 
ing-Room, with Orders to lock myſelf up 
in a little dark one within it, in caſe ſhe 
came to open the Door. 

The Baron came in preſently a with 
his Friend along with him, and finding his 
Lady in Bed, begg'd Pardon for diſturbing 
her, (which. he had done, indeed, more 
than he was aware of) but hoped ſhe would 
excuſe him, becauſe, as the. Count and he 
were to have a ſerious Conference together, 
he muſt beg the Favour ſhe would allow 
them to take their Chocolate in her Dreſſing- 
Room, on account cf it's being the moſt 
private Room in the Houſe. 

This Requeſt gave me ſome Anxiety, 
but being fired with a Curioſity of hearing 
their private Conference, it afforded me ſome 
Relief; and there being Pen, Ink, and 

| Paper 
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[8] 
Paper in the Cloſet, I reſolved to take it 
down in ſhort Hand, which I am com- 
pletely Maſter of. 

By this Accident I came at an Account of 
the following Conference, which I ſhall give 
the Reader exactly Word for Word, as I 
took it down; and from what I have ſub. 
Joined, the World will ſee, that I have been 
guilty of no Breach of Honour in making 
the Story publick; for though I was con- 
vinced, that the Publication would be of 
great Seryice to my Country, yet even that 
Conſideration ſhall never prevail with me, 
to do any Thing inconſiſtent with my Ho- 
nour, eſpecially where the Character of any 
of the Fair Sem is concerned. 

As ſoon as the Chocolate was brought in, 
and my two Gentlemen left by themſelves, 
as they thought, the Baron began as follows. 


Baron. My Lord, as there is no Man I + 
have a greater Eſteem for than I have for 
your Lordſhip, I was ſorry you and I ſhould 
differ in our Opinion this Morning, eſpeci- 
«ally, as I was not at Liberty, before ſome- 

IX ze 
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that were preſent, to open to you fully my 
Reaſons ; therefore I begged the Favour of 
your Lordſhip to take your Chocolate at my 
Houſe, becauſe here I can ſafely explain my- 
ſelf at full Length, which I know, I may do 
without Reſerve to one of your Lordſhip's 

Honour, Prudence, and Secrecy. 

' Count. I thank you, Sir, for the Regard 
you ſhew me, and ſhall be glad wo be con- 
vinced, becauſe the Meaſures you propoſed 
will certainly be of great Advantage both to 
ourſelves and our native Country, if we can 
any Way guard againſt the Conſequences they 
may be attended with, and the bad Effects 
they may produce in England. 

Baron. Though you explained at large this 
Morning the Conſequences and bad Effects 
you apprehend, yet I muſt beg your Lord- 
ſhip to repeat them here, that I may anſwer 
them the more categorically. | 

Count, Your Advice, I think, was, that 
we ſhould direct our People in England, to 
continue to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 
with Troops as well as Money, and to pro- 

C mile, 
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miſe, that they will continue this Aſſiſtance, 
till ſhe has obtained an Equivalent for that Part 
of S:lefia, which ſhe has ceded to Pruſſia; 
and that notwithſtanding the Danger of it's 
involving England in an open War with 
France. Is not this, Sir, one of the O- 
pinions you delivered this Morning at the 
Council? i 

Baron. Yes, my Lord, it is; and now 
let me hear your Objections? 

Count, My Objection is, that this Meaſure 
will, in my Opinion, be attended with bad 
Conſequences to us, let the Event of the War 
be what it will. Suppoſe the Queen of 
Hungary ſhould have Succeſs againſt France, 
it will raiſe her Houſe to as high a Pinnacle 
of Power as ever, and defeat all we have 
been a doing for this twenty Year to pul] it 
down, which, I think, would be of moſt 
fatal Conſequence ; for it is certainly our In- 
tereſt, as well as it is that of every other 
Prince in Germany, to have the Power of 
that Houſe rather leſſened than any Way 
increaſed, 


N " 


[ 12 ] 
Baron. Granting your Suppoſition, my 
Lord, in it's full Extent, I ſball agree with 
you in every Thing you ſay, but you do not 
reflect upon the abſolute Power we have over 
the Miniſters of England, eſpecially their new 


Chief, who has already out-bid all that ever 


went before him, for our Favour, and has 
thereby rendered himſelf ſo obnoxious to his 
Country, that for his own Safety, he muſt 
from henceforth blindly follow our Directi- 
ons. If you reflect upon this you muſt 
ſee, that the Queen of Hungary can get no- 
thing by her Succeſs; for ſhould ſhe at the 
Beginning have a little Succeſs, or ſo much 


as to bring France under a real Diſtreſs, we 
can call England off whenever we pleaſe ; 


and as all the Princes of Germany have the 
ſame Intereſt we have, with regard to the 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, they would 
all fly to the Relief of France, and oblige 
that haughty Queen to content herſelf, per- 
haps, with ſomething leſs than France offer- 
ed her above a Twelvemonth ſince. 


C2 Count, 


[ 12 ] 
Count, I muſt confeſs, Sir, when ] con- 
ſider what you mention with regard to Eng- 


land, we have no great Occaſion to dread the 


Conſequences of her Hungarian Majeſty's 


Succeſs ; but what ſhall we get by the * 
tinuance of the War? 

Baron. I am ſurpriſed, my Lord, to hear 
you aſk that Queſtion:— Shall we not there- 


by bring great Sums of Engliſh, Durcb, 


French, and Spaniſh Money into our native 
Country, and particularly into this Electo- 
rate ? For, thank God! Our Riches 


here conſiſt in ſolid Metal, and not in thoſe. 


airy Bubbles called Bank Notes, Exchequer 
Bills, or Transfers of Stock, all of which 
may at once be broke by an unlucky Blaſt, 
and perhaps when leaſt expected, reduced to 
their intrinfick Nothing. 

Count, Theſe Advantages, I muſt admit, 
we ſhall reap by a Continuance of the War ; 


and from thence, I find, I am drove to my 
other Suppoſition, which I think by much 


the moſt . probable. Suppoſe then the 


Succeſs ſhould be all upon the Side of France 
t | OS and 
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and her Allies, have we not ſomething to fear 
from the Reſentment of that Nation, or 
from that of the Emperor ? | 
Baron. Nothing at all, my Lord. 
The Emperor knows, that had it not been 
for us, he would never have been Emperor, 
nor would France have dared to aſſiſt him. 
He likewiſe knows, that if the People 
of England had been allowed to exert in 
Time, and in the moſt proper Manner, their 
Strength in Favour of the Queen of Hungary, 
he would probably by this Time have been 
drove out of the Empire, and his Election 
declared void. —Even this laſt Campaign, 
France might perhaps have been forced to 
deſert both him and Sparn, if you and I had 
not contrived to reſtrain the Ardor of our 
Troops at Dettingen, and (without letting 
our Maſter know any Thing of our Deſign) 
to ſend Prince Charles with his Pandours up- 
on a wild Gooſe Chace up the Rhine, and 
alſo to aſſure the French, that if they took 
Care to guard the Banks of that River againſt 
his Highneſs, they had nothing to fear from 
us. 


[14 | 
us. Therefore the Emperor can have no 
Reſentment againſt us, but in Gratitude 
muſt be attached to our Intereſt, 

. Count. You are not ſurely ſuch a weak 
Politician, as to lay any Streſs upon the 
Gratitude of Princes. . 

Baron. I beg Pardon, my Lord, for men- 
tioning the Word Gratitude, for in politi- 
cal Conſiderations I ſhall grant it is ridicu- 
lous; but on the other Hand, a wiſe Prince 
is as little led by Reſentment as he can be 

by Gratitude, to do any Thing againſt his 
Intereſt; and in the preſent Circumſtances 
of Germany, the Emperor's Intereſt will lead 
him to ſupport and keep well with our 
Houſe, as a Balance againſt the formidable 
Power of the Houſes of Auſtria and Pruſſia, 
as well as againſt the Power and Ambition 
of France. - 

Count. You have, I fee, Sir, a laudable 
Biaſs towards your native Country, which 
makes you imagine it of greater Conſiderati- 
on in the Affairs of Europe, than it really 
is 23 3 


Baron. 
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Baron. My Lord, it has been of late 
Years, it will always be of great Conſidera- 
tion, both in the Affairs of Europe, and in 
| the Affairs of Germany, as long as our E- 
XZ lector is King of England, which, I hope, 

will be as long as the World endures, 
| ' Count, J hope ſo too, Sir; but how can 
this be, when it is expreſsly declared by 
| their Act of Settlement, that England ſhall 


F | have no Concern in the Affairs of Hano- 
| {wer F 
Baron. They might as well have declar- 


ed by Act of Parliament, that none of 
their future Kings ſhould be ſubje& to any 
human Paſſion or Affection. Whilſt their 
King is in Poſſeſſion of any foreign Domi- 
nion, natural Affection will lead him to 
conſult chiefly it's Safety, becauſe it muſt 
always be in the greateſt Danger, and leaſt 
able to take Care of itſelf ; and his Amhi- 
tion will lead him to enlarge. it as much as 
poſſible. _—.By theſe Aﬀections their Kings 
will always be governed; and as by their 
Conſtitution, the King has the ſole Power 
of 


[16] 
of negotiating, and of making Peace and 
War, we may foreſee, that England muſt 
always neceſſarily have a Concern in what 
may any way affect us: Beſides, whilſt we 
have any Influence upon their Miniſters, you 


know by Experience how eaſy it is to paſs * 


our Concerns upon that People for mote 
own. | | 

Count. In this, I muſt allow, Sir, we 
have been hitherto pretty ſucceſsful ; but, to 
return to my Argument, ſuppoſe the Em- 
peror ſhould have no Reſentment againſt us, 
or if he had, ſuppoſe he ſhould be fo wile 
as to wave it for the Sake of his Intereſt, 
yet if France ſhould meet with great Succeſs 
in the War, muſt not he be governed by 
French Councils, even though contrary to his 
Intereſt as well as Inclinations; and may 
not we be made to ſuffer by Imperial Power 
directed by French Reſentment ? 

Baron. My Lord, as your ObjeQton c con- 
fiſts of two Parts, I ſhall. anſwer them di- 
ſtinctly; and firſt as to the Emperor's being 


governed by French Councils, we have, t 


true, 


1 

true, made good Uſe of this Doctrine in 
England, but both you and I know it to be 
without any Foundation.——As long as the 
French co-operate with the Emperor for the 
Aggrandiſement of his Houſe, he will act 
in Concert with them ; but if they ſhould 
pretend to dictate, or to aſſume the Direc- 
tion of any Affair relating to the Empire, 
he would preſently make up Matters with 
the Queen of Hungary, which, you know, 
he may now, or at any Time, do, upon 
his agreeing to join with her againſt France; 
and for his doing ſo, he would have a good 
Excuſe, if the French, from pretending to 


act only as Allies, ſhould preſume to act as 


Maſters, ——-Such an Attempt the Empire 
itſelf would reſent with the utmoſt Indig- 
nation ; and as all it's Princes would act 
with more Vigour and Sincerity under the 
preſent Emperor, and for his ſole Benefit, 
than they have done under the Emperors of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, ever ſince the Power 
of that Houſe began to be formidable to 
them, it would ſoon appear, that the Em- 
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[78 ] 
fire, when heartily united, is by itſelf alone 
an Over-Balance for the Power of France, 
notwithſtanding all her late Acquiſitions, 

Count. This, I ſhall grant, Sir, might be 
the Conſequence of the French Court's pre- 
ſuming from their Succeſs to dictate to the 
Emperor; but as the Hearts of Princes are 
in the Hand of God alone, no one can 
with any Certainty foretel, what the Em- 
peror might in ſuch a Caſe reſolve on. 

Baron. Then, my Lord, in order to ſatis- 
fy you fully upon this Head, I muſt come 
to the other Part of your Objection, by ſup- 
poſing, that if the French meet with great 
Succeſs in the War, the Emperor muſt, or 
at leaſt will, ſuffer himſelf to be directed 
by their Councils, and that they will very 
much reſent our Conduct with reſpect to 
the Continuance of the War, which, by 
the Way, they have as yet no great Cauſe 
for. However, I ſhall ſuppoſe it, in or- 
der to ſhew, that even in this Caſe, our E- 
lectorate has nothing to fear from Imperial 
Power directed by French Reſentment. 


Count, 


[19] 
Count. No, Sir? If you make that good, 
I ſhall acknowledge myſelf fully ſatisfied, 

Baron. I aſk no more, my Lord; for I 
am ſure, you will admit the French Court 
to be ſo wiſe as to take Care, always to 
direct their Reſentment to that Point from 
whence they may expect the greateſt Ad- 
vantage. | | 

Count, I will, Sir. 

Baron. Then you muſt of courſe admit, 
that they will not, in the preſent Situation 
of Affairs, point their Reſentment againſt 
this Electorate, for from thence they can 
expect no Advantage. If any of our Do- 
minions ſhould be taken from us, France 
cannot ſo much as deſire to have a Share :— 
It would be a Diſadvantage to that King- 
dom to have any Dominion at ſuch a Di- 
ſtance, eſpecially as it might raiſe a Jealouſy 
in the Northern Powers againſt her; and 
what Advantage can ſhe expect from the 
whole, or any Part of this Electorate's be- 
ing given to any other Prince in Germany, 
or to any of the Northern Powers? 


D 2 Caunt. 
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Count, Pardon me, Sir, I cannot ſay, I 
am quite eaſy or ſatisfied upon this Head. 
By promiſing a Part of our Dominions, ſhe 
may get ſome of them who are now neu- 
tral, to join with her in the War againſt us 
and the Queen of Hungary. 

Baron. Which of them, my Lord? 
Count, What think you of Pruſſia? 
Baron. As he is already very powerful, 

and has Dominions upon the Confines of 
France, ſhe will be loth to contribute any 
Way to an Increaſe of his Power. 
Count, Are we ſecure upon the Side of 
Denmark? © 
Baron. His Daniſþ Majeſty s Thoughts 
are all taken up about ſecuring Sle efwick, and 
acquiring Holſtein; for which Purpoſe he 
will have Occaſion for the Navy of Eng- 
land —We are therefore ſecure upom that 
Side ; and farther, I hope, we ſhall be able 
to make ſome Advantage of his preſent Cir- 
cumſtances:— He has a little Thing which 
lies very convenient for us: I mean Olden- 
Burg and Delmenhor/} : If we can get him 
t Holſtein, 


| I 21 PF 
Hojftein, we may juſtly inſiſt upon his ſell- 
ing that little Territory to us: — The Navy 
of England will enable us to do the former, 
and it's Treaſure to pay for the latter. 

Count. But what ſay you of Sweden, which 
would now be ſupported by Ria? 

Baron, By Means of the Navy of Eng: 
land we may defy them both, 

Caunt. 1 doubt of that, Sir; becauſe the 
whole Navy of Eng/and muſt be employed 
in protecting their Trade, their Plantations, 

their Poſſeſſions in the MedUerrARIOR, and 
their own Coaſts, 

Baron. My Lord, are not we more con- 
cerned about protecting ourſelves, than about 
protecting the Trade, the Plantations, or the 
Poſſeſſions of England? —— And have we 
not always found the Navy of England at 

our Diſpoſal? 

Count, I muſt confeſs, Sir, your Reaſon - 
ing upon this Head has great Weight; but 
where then do you ſuppoſe that France will 
point her Reſentment ? 


Baron, 
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Baron. Where, but againſt England. 
England, my Lord, has ſeveral Poſſeſſions, 
ſeveral Rights, ſeveral Advantages in Trade, 
and otherwiſe, which would be extremely 
convenient for France, or for her Ally the 
Spaniard, who can give her an Equivalent; 
therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that France will 


point her Reſentment againſt that Nation; 


and as ſhe cannot eaſily take from the Eng- 
liſb any of their Poſſeſſions by Force, becauſe 
it muſt be by a naval Force, we may at any 
Time pacify the Reſentment either of France 
or Spain againſt us, as we have done hereto- 
fore, by ſacrificing, or promiſing to ſacrifice, 
ſome of thoſe Poſſeſſions to that Reſent- 
ment. 

Count. But how ſhall we get the Miniſters 
of England to conſent to this Method of 
freeing. the Electorate from the Danger of 
ſuffering by the Reſentment of France ? 

Baren. That, my Lord, is the leaſt of 
my Difficulties ; for as long as we take Care 
to have a Set of Miniſters in England that 
are hated and deſpiſed by the People, they 

| | muſt, 
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muſt, for their own Safety, or at leaſt for 


their Continuance in Power, concur with us 
in every Meaſure we think neceſſary for the 
Honour or Intereſt of the Electorate, how- 
ever deſt ructive or expenſive it may be to 
their own Country. 

Count, There, you are right, Sir, and by 
what you have now ſaid, you make me re- 
collect the Advice given to our Miniſters, 
by that great Countryman of ours, the Baron 
— -, afterwards Count —, who by his 
long Abode in England, had become well 
acquainted with the Nature and Genius of 
that People. 

Baron, That Advice, my Lord, I have 
heard of, but muſt beg the Favour, you 
would refreſh my Memory with a ſhort Ac- 
count of it. 

Count, Sir, as I think myſelf bound, not 
to refuſe you any Favour I can grant, I ſhall 
readily comply with your Requeſt. 

Baron. I thank your Lordſhip, and beg 
you'll proceed. 


R | = Count. 
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Count, Upon the Acceſſion of our late 
Elector to the Throne of England, there 
was a Diſpute in a private Meeting of our 
Miniſters, how they ſhould adviſe their 
Maſter to behave, upon his mounting the 
Throne of that powerful but divided King- 
dom. The general Opinion at firſt was,— 
To endeavour to heal their Diviſions by be- 
ginning his Reign with a general Indemni- 
ty, as moſt of his Anceſtors had done; and 
by forgetting what had paſſed in the laſt 
four Years of the late Queen, to ſhew equal 
Favour to Men of all Parties, that were 
willing to ſubmit to his Government, and 
qualified to ſerve in the Adminiſtration. — 
Upon this the Great Man I have mention- 
ed roſe up, and ſpoke to the following Ef- 


fe : 


My Lords, 
As you are all Germans, 1 muſt preſume 
© you are all indued with that noble and 
© generous Paſſion, which is the diſtinguiſh- 


: ing Characteriſtick of our Countrymen, 4 
2 : A 
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* ſincere and hearty Love for your native Cuun- 
* try; and therefore, without conſidering 
© what may be for the Advantage of Eng- 
* land, I hope, you will conſider chiefly, 
* what may contribute moſt to the Advan- 
© tage of this Electorate _—Would you 
© have your native Country ſerve as a Sort of 
Province to England, or would you have 
* England made a Sort of - Province to this 
Electorate I know, that nothing can 
make you . heſitate a Moment in your 
Choice, but a Suppoſition, that the latter 
is impoſſible. —T tell you, it is notw——If 
his Majeſty ſhould grant a general Indem- 
* nity, and eſtabliſh what I may call a natt- 
© onal Adminiſtration, they will make this 
Eiectorate a Province of England: They 
will govern us:—They will allow us to 
© undertake nothing but what may be agrec- 
© able to their Intereſts aad Views: They 
will even facrifice the Intereſts of this E- 
lectorate to thoſe of their native Coun- 
* try. Whereas, if his Majeſty grants 
no Indemnity, but eſtabliſhes his Govern- 

E ment 
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© ment upon a narrow Foundation, and em- 
© ploys a Set of Miniſters who are diſagree- 
* able to the People, they muſt ſupport 
_ © themſelves by our Favour, and the con- 
* trary in every Reſpect will be the Caſe. 

Some of you may perhaps think it im 
© poſiible to eſtabliſh and continue ſuch a 
* Government in a free Country ; but you 
do not know their Form of Government, 
nor the Nature of the People.—I do.— 
© They boaſt of their Liberties, and of their 
© Government's being) a limited Monarchy ; 
© but the Giving, and conſequently the Com- 
© manding Power of the Crown, has of late 
* grown ſo extenſive, Luxury has ſo much 
© 'prevailed among that People, and pubfick 
Spirit has ſo much decayed, that their 
King has now no Occaſion to act againſt 
Law, becauſe he may have what Laws he 
© pleaſes; and conſequently it is not only 
.* poſſible, but very practicable, to eſtabliſh 
© and continue ſuch a Government as I have 
* propoſed, = | 
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TY 
- 11 may be difficult to bring his Majeſty 
© into this Scheme. I know it is 3 but 1. 
have already done my Part as a True Ger- 
© GN men, have repreſented, to bim, and, 
© I hope, made him believe, that all the To- 
' © ries in England, which is by far the moſt. 
numerous Part of the People, are all Ja- 
© cobites in their Hearts, and will betray 
* him, if he puts any Truſt in them: 
* That many of the Whigs are Republicans, 
and conſequently not to be truſted; and 
* that it & the Part of a good and great 
King, to reward his Friends, and punith 
> or deſpiſe his Enemies If I have ſuc- 
* ceeded, we ſhall have it in our, Power to 
* exclude from any Share in the Admini- 
* ſtration, all the Tories at one Daſh; and 
. © likewiſe ſuch of the Whigs, as dare to re- 
© fuſe being ſubſervient to us; and if we can 
do this, we ſhall certainly gain the End I 
dave explained to you, which is that of 
making England a Sort of Province to > this 
1 Electorate. 


E 2 This, 
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This, Sir, was the Subſtance of what he 
faid; and upon this it was unanimouſly te- 
ſolved, to adviſe his Majeſty to grant no In- 
demnity, but to proſecute with the utmoſt 
Severity the Miniſters of the preceding Reign. 
Ho far this Advice has ſucceeded, you 
know; bat I muſt till think it was a dan- 
gerous, as well as bold Advice, 
Baron. As you know a great deal more of 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Times than I do, I 
muſt beg the Favour, your Lordſhip would 
inform me, how this Advice was palated 
by the Council of England ? 
Count. Why, Sir, we met with great 
Difficulty at firſt ; for it was ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed by the great Duke of Marlborough, 
and that conſummate Stateſman the Earl of 
Hahfax; but at laſt, by Means of what was 
in England then called the Norfolk Fadtion, 
who were as hungry as ourſelves, we carried 
it ; which, I believe, coſt the latter his Life, 
and the former his Underſtanding ; for they 
were both great Stateſmen, and Yue Eng- 
liſbmen, two Qualities which in that Country 
are 
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are ſeldom ſound to be united in the ſame 
Perſon ; and as they perceived what we were 
driving at, and foreſaw the Conſequences, 
they could not but be heartily vexed; but as 
they could not then do otherwiſe, they ſub- 
mitted” to what was determined by a Majo= 
rity.— Happy was it for us, that their 
Vexation had ſuch an Effect as to carry the 
Earl to his Grave, and to render the Duke 
incapable of meddling in any Buſineſs; for 
if they had both lived and done well, we 
could not have carried on our Buſineſs in 
England with ſo much Facility. We ſoon 
ſaw the good Effects of our great Miniſter's 
Advice; and ever fince, we have taken Care, 
that no Man ſhould come into the Admi- 
niſtration in England, till he had done, or 
promiſed to do, ſomething that, we fore- 
ſaw, would render him contempitble and 
hateful to the People. 

Baron. As you are o well acquainted 
with cur paſt Tranſactions in England, I 
wonder to fee your Lordſhip ſo ſhy of join- 
ing with me in Opinion about the Continu- 
ance of the War. Count. 
2 
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Count. 1 confeſs, I am in my Temper a 
little cautious; and my great Age may per- 
haps have now brought me into an Ex- 
treme. But though you have pretty fully 
anſwered my Objections upon that Head; 
yet ſtill I do not think we ſhould engage in 
ſuch a dangerous Undertaking, for the Sake 
of getting a little of the Fng/;/þ Money, 
when we may have enough of it without 
running any Riſk. 

Baron. From what you now ſay, my 
Lord, I find, that beſide anſwering your 
Objections, I muſt ſhew you the Probability 
we have of making ſome Advantage by the 
Continuance of the War, and of getting 
ſomething by it's Event, which, I think, 
will not be very difficult, 

Count, To be ſure, Sir, a wife Man will 
never run any Riſk, without ſome Proſpect 
of Advantage ; and therefore I am willing to 
be informed of all the Advantages you pro- 
poſe. 

Baron, I think, I have ſhewn, that the 
Electorate can, in no Event, run any great 


Riſk ; 


E * 
Riſk; and now, my Lord, with reſpect to 
the Advantages.——You know how we were 
treated, abuſed, and deceived by Prance, af- 
ter the late Emperor's Death: Vou know 
how ſolemnly they promiſed us, that they 
would not intermeddle in the Affairs of 
Germany, any other Way, than by their 
good Offices, in order to encourage us to 
form Projects againſt the King of Pruffia :— 
You know how treacherouſly, how inſo- 


lently they broke through that Engagement : 


And you know how they threatned us, 


how contemptuouſly they uſed us, after they 
had gained the King of Pruſſia, and march- 
ed their Armies into Germany. Had they 
even then made Uſe of their Intereſt with 
his Pruffian Majeſty, to have yielded to us 
his Right to Mecklemburg, or to have engag- 
ed to yield us but a Part of that Dutchy, as 
ſoon as he ſhould come to the Poſſeſſion of 
it, by Virtue of his Contract of Confraternity®, 

* Contract of Confraternity is a mutual Intail, fre- 
quently made between two Sovereign Princes of Germa- 


ny ; whereby, upon the Failure of Heirs male of either 
Houſe, the Heirs male of the other are to ſucceed to both. 


we 
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we ſhould have contracted an offenffoe Alli 
ance, inſtead of a Neutrality with them; 
we ſhould have joined with them in the 
War againſt the Queen of Hungary, as well 
as we did in the Election of an Emperor; 
and if we could not have made the Engliſb 
follow our Example, we ſhould at leaſt have 
kept them quiet; but inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to gain us, they deſied and threatned us; 
ſo that we were forced to beg, in the moſt 
humble Manner, for a Neutrality ; and to 
accept of it upon their Terms.———Now, 
by getting the War continued, and making 
England enable the Queen of Hungary to 
ſupport it with Vigour, we ſhall convince 
the haughty Monarch of France, and all the 
Princes of Europe, that, while we have ſuch 
a Command over England, we are in no 
Caſe to be neglected or deſpiſed ; and may 
not this be of ſome Advantage to us here- 
after? | 

Count. I ſhall grant it may; but at preſent 
this ſeems to be rather a Point of Honour 
than Advantage. 


Baron. 
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Baron. Why, 1 hope, my Lord, you do 
not think, that nothing is to be called an 
Advantage, but what we are to have the im- 
mediate Enjoyment of We can propoſe no 
ſach Advantage; indeed, as long as the War 
continues, except a more than ordinary Flux 
of Engliſh Money into our Electorate, which 
by the bye is not to be deſpiſed; but now 
that we haye ſhewn ourſelves to be of ſuch 
en 10 the Aﬀairs of Europe, when 
Peace comes to be treated of, all the Parties 
concerned will think it worth while to conſi- 
der us in their Negotiations, and to endeavour 
to ſecure our Friendſhip, which, they know, 
they cannot do, without giving us ſomething. 
Your Lordſhip knows, there are ſeveral 
Things in Weſtphalia and Lower. Saxony, 
which we have had our Eye upon, ever ſince 
our Connexion with England made Way for 
our Ambition; for before that Time, I (hall 
grant, we thought only of ſubſiſting. 
I ſhall mention only one, which is the Mo- 
hey due to us from the Dutchy of Mecklem- 
burg. The late Emperor, tis true, very 
F much 
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much curtailed this Demand, and prevented 
our having an Opportunity to increaſe it far 


beyond what it ever was: His Family 
has Cauſe to repent it ; but as it now ſtands, 
if we ſhould get the preſent Emperor to ad- 
mit of our whole Demand, which we may 
probably accompliſh by the Event of the 
War, the Dutchy will not be worth much 
to the Proprietor, whoever he may be; fo 
that we may be able to purchaſe the Equity 
of Redemption for a Trifle ; and you know 
where we can always find Money for ſuch 
Purchaſes. | 
- Count, What you have ſaid, Sir, has, in- 
deed, made me conceive more clearly the 
Advantages we may reap by the Continuance 
of the War, than I ever before had any No- 
tion of ; but as the Imaginations of old Men 
are more apt to ſuggeſt Fears than Hopes, 
you will forgive me if I mention ſome Fears 
I have not yet touched on; for as I am fo 
faithful to my Prince, and fo juſt to my 
Country, as to ſpeak always what I think in 
Council, and as I have a very great Defe- 
| = rence 
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rence for your Opinion, I ſhould be ſorry, 
if. we differed this Night when we meet in 
Council; therefore I hope, you'll excuſe 
my putting upon you the hard Taſk of ſa- 
tisfying all my Scruples. To-come to the 
Point, Sir : The Dangers I have hitherto 
inſiſted on are of a foreign Nature; but 
what I am now to mention, may, with 
Regard to England, be called domeſtick, 
and are, I think, of great Importance in this 
Queſtion, We have hitherto, tis true, 
had a ſubmiſſive Adminiſtration,” and a com- 
plying Parliament in England; and from 
Experience we may vouch for the Truth of 
the 'old Proverb, That the People of that 
Country, like Puppies, never open their Eyes 
till they-are juſt ſinking ; but the Expence of 
this War will fall ſo heavy upon them, that 
they may open their Eyes before it is brought 
to ſuch a Period as we aim at, and if they 
do, they will ſee, what a Property we have 
made of them, which may induce the Par- 
liament to declare againſt our Meaſures, 


F 2 Baron. 
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Baron. The Parliament, my Lords ! Sure- 
ly you have, never had à ſerious Converſation 
with our Engliſh Friend we have now amongſt 
us, otherwiſe you would not in the leaſt 
ſuſpect, that the Parliament of England will 
ever open it's Eyes, as long as the Miniſters 
have Poſts and Preferments, or can raiſe 
Money among the People, to blind- them, 
—— There is now no ſuch Thing as publick 
Spirit in that Country. There is, tis 
true, generally an Oppoſition to the Mea- 
ſures of the Miniſters; but that Oppoſi- 
tion does not proceed, unleſs it be among 
a few Tacobites or Republicans, or Perſons 
we repreſent as ſuch, from any Principle 
of Love to their Country, but merely be- 
cauſe they are not preferred to ſuch Poſts as 
their Vanity prompts them to expect, or 
becauſe they have been ſome other Way diſ- 
obliged by the Miniſter.— By Length of 
Time, and many ſuch Diſappointments or 
Diſobligations, this Oppoſition may at laſt 
get the better of a Miniſter ; but the King 
has always a ſure Reſource.. It is but 
calling in two or three of the Chiefs in the 
I Oppo» 
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tion into their Hands, they will be as ready 
to ſcreen the former Miniſters, as theſe were 
to ſcreen their Predecefſors. _. This of 
Courſe renders the new Miniſters more unpo- 
pular, if poſſible, than the old; and conſe- 
quently, upon every Change we may expect 
an Increaſe, or at leaſt a Continuance of our 
Influence upon the Government of that 
Country.——If after this your Lordſhip has 
any Doubt remaining upon this Head, I 
mult refer you to our Enghſh Friend now 


here, who certainly knows the Temper of 


his Countrymen, and if I am not miſtaken, 
will be more ſubmiſſive to us than any one 
of his Predeceſſors. | 

Count, Well, Sir: Suppoſe we are ſure of 
having the Parliament of England always on 
our Side, is there nothing to fear from the 
People, if they ſhould become generally diſ- 
contented ? Eſpecially as his Majeſty has a 
Pretender to his Throne, who, we know, 
is ſupported by ' ſeveral foreign Powers, and 
will always be ſupported by thoſe who have 
any Difterence with us, Baron, 


Oppoſition ; and if he puts the Adminiſtra- 
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Baron. So, my Lord, I find you are go- 
ing to play the Pretender upon me; but 
though this Game has been, and always will 
be of great Service to us in England, you 
will find no Advantage in playing it upon 
me. However, if you are ſerious, I will 


— * 
give you a ſerious Anſwer. 


Cum. Tam really ſerious, Sir, and wiſh 
the Game, as you call it, may not at laſt 
become too ſerious. | 
Baron. Then, I will endeavour to ſhew 
you, that though the Court of France may 
continue to ſupport the Pretender, fo far as to 

furniſh him with a daily Subſiſtence, though 
they may now and then threaten us with 
him, yet they will never aſſiſt him effectual- 
ly in the Recovery of his Kingdoms, as he 
calls them, for this plain Reaſon ; becauſe it 
is againſt their Intereſt to do ſo. 

Count, You ſurprize me, Sir, is it not the 
| Intereſt of France to have the King of Eng- 

land for her Friend? 

Baron. Yes, my Lord, but a King of 


England who has 5 to look to but the 
Intereſt 
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Intereſt of England, can never be a Friend 
to France; for the Intereſts of the two 
Nations are ſo irreconcileable, that if any 
King of England, unleſs upon ſome very 
extraordinary Ofccaſion, eſpouſes the Intereſt 
of France, he muſt facrifice his own ; and 
if the Pretender were once firmly ſettled 
upon the Throne of England, France can 
have no Aſſurance, that he will be governed 
either by a French Miftreſs or a Popiſh Prieſt. 

Count. Surely, France has as little Reaſon 
to hope, that any King of our W will 
be governed by ſuch Tutors. 

Baron. True, my Lord, but they will 
always have ſomething elſe to look to beſide 
the mere Intereſt of England. They muſt 
attend to the Safety and Intereſt of the Elec- 
torate as well as England, and when theſe 
two Intereſts become incompatible, I hope, 
our Miniſters will always have Art enough to 


prevail with them to prefer the former, 


The EleQorate will neceſſarily involve the 
King of England, while our Influence prevails 
in his Councils, in continual Broils with 
the Emperor, or ſome of the Princes of 
| Germany, 
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Germany, and often with ſome of the North- 
ern Powers; and the Conſequence of this 
muſt be, that either the King of England 
muſt keep well with France, or if he ſhould 
declare himſelf an Enemy, it will ſecure to 
France the Friendſhip, and probably the 
Aſſiſtance of the Emperor, or ſuch other 
Prince as then happens to be at Variance 
with the King of England on Account of his 
Electorate. 
Count, You have almoſt perſuaded me, 
Sir, that France will never give any effectual 
Aſſiſtance to the Pretender; for ſhe ſeldom 
miſtakes or counteracts her own Intereſt ; 
but as this may be the Cauſe of England's 
being more complaiſant to France than is 
conſiſtent with the Safety of Europe, this 
very Conſideration may induce the Dutch to 
eſpouſe his Cauſe, and to take ſome Oppor- 
tunity to give him effectual Aſſiſtance; and 
if we extend our Dominions on the Side of 
Weſtphalia, eſpecially when we have obtained 
a ſovereign Influence over the Chapters of 
3 and Ofnabrug, which in a little 
Time, 
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Time, I hope, we ſhall, their Jealouſy will 
be a new Motive for their reſolving to aſſiſt 
the Pretender, if they ſhould be encouraged 
by a general Diſaffection in England. | 
Baron. You do not con ſider, my Lord, 
how cunningly we have guarded againſt 
this Event, by the Alliance we lately con- 

tracted with the Prince of Orange. 
Count. Explain yourſelf, pray, Sir ; for as 
I was not conſulted in the Affair, I do not 
know the Motives that prevailed. for our 
contracting that Alliance; and have hither- 
to thought, that the Match was a little be- 
neath the Dignity of the Crown of Eng- 

hand, „ 
Baron. But I was, my Lord, and ear- 
neſtly recommended the Match; my Rea- 
Ions for which 1 ſhall now explain. The 
People of Holland, you know, were then, 
and are ſtill, divided into two Parties :— 
The Prince's Party, and the High Repub- 
lican.— The Populace, and moſt of the 
lower Rank of People, are of the for- 
W the Rich, and moſt of the Grandees, 
G of 
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of the latter. The Prince's Party we 
ſecured by that Alliance ; and though the 
other Party may not, upon that very Ac- 
count, act cordially with us in any of our 
other Schemes of Politicks, yet againſt the 
Pretender we have them by a ſure Handle, 
that of their private Intereſt, which with 
moſt Men operates more ſtrongly than the 
Publick ; for all the Leaders. and chief Men 
.of that Party have a conſiderable Part of 
their Property in the Funds of England; and 
therefore they will never contribute to a Re- 
volution in that Kingdom, which would 
neceſſarily annihilate that Property. 

Count, I proteſt, Sir, I never thought of 
this; and when I conſider it, I am more re- 
conciled to that Match than I ever was here- 
tofore. I heartily wiſh our Princeſs may 
have a Son ; for while her Poſterity conti- 
nue Princes of Orange, and the Funds of 
England remain, we can never have any 
great Reaſon to apprehend, that the Dutch 
will give the Pretender any Aſſiſtance ; be- 
cauſe by his Acceſſion all the publick Funds 

= of 
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of England would be ip/o faclo aboliſhed 3 
and whatever Dependance the Dutch. might: 
have upon his Promiſes, they could not de- 
pend upon his having it in his Power to 
get a Parliament, conſiſting chiefly of landed 


Gentlemen, to revive them. Therefore, 
Sir, I ſhall now grant, we have not much 
to fear upon this Head either from France 
or Holland; and none of the other Powers 
of Europe can give. the Pretender any effec- 
tual Aſſiſtance. But ſhould we not take 
Care not to raiſe the Diſcontents in Eng- 
land too high, leſt the People of themſelves, 
and without any foreign Aſſiſtance, ſhould 
bring about a Revolution in his Favour? 
Baron, 1 have already ſhewn, my Lord, 
that we may always depend upon having a 
Parliament in England as fit for our Purpoſes 
as we can deſfire, —Such a Parliament will 
always provide the Crown with a ſufficient 
Standing Army ; and as long as we have the 
Parliament and the Army of our Side, we 
have nothing to fear from the People, who 
have neither Arms nor military Diſcipline a- 
| G2 ; mong 


the Pretender. 


Ls. . * 
mong them; for as to the noble and rich 
Families of that Kingdom, we may always 
depend: upon their . with us — 


Count. Upon what Foundation do you 
place this Dependance, Sir ? - 

Baron. Upon a Foundation which, with 
Regard to an Engliſhman, is a moſt ſolid one, 
their private Intereſt; for moſt of the noble 
Families have been created, or advanced in 
Dignity, ſince the Revolution; and moſt of 
the rich Families are concerned in their 
Funds; therefore, if it were the Intereſt of 
their Country to call in the Pretender, do 
you -think they will mind the Intereſt of 
their Country, when their own Titles or 
Properties are at Stake: Let the Popu- 
lace therefore grumble and mutter as much 
as they pleaſe :—Let them publiſh as many 


ſeditious Papers, Pamphlets and Ballads as 


they pleaſe: —What is that to us? The 
Parliament will give us Taxes, and the 
Army will raiſe them: — As long as we 
have their Money, if they do not act, they 
| | I ſhall 
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ſhall for me have free Leave to talk and 
write whatever they have a Mind. | 

Count, But, Sir, do you fincerely think, 
we have nothing to fear from ä 
lace ? 

Baron. Not in England, my Lord. 

Count, Why not in England? 

Baron. Becauſe a ſudden Inſurrection, 
without any previous Concert, we ſhall al- 
ways be able to quell, by Means of the ' 
Army; and the common or low Sort of 
People in England are incapable of form- 
ing and carrying into Execution a e | 
Plot. 

Count. Why ”Y in England than in Mae 
covy, or any other Country? 

Baron. Becauſe by their many penal 
Laws, and great Rewards to Informers, 
they have raiſed and propagated ſuch a Spi- 
rit of Treachery among the Vulgar, that 
we are ſure of their betraying and im- 
peaching one another, before any Plot a- 
gainſt the Government can be carried into 
Execution. 


Count. 


- W 


9 - 


— VT _ —— 


0 
[ 
5 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 


42 


0 22 2282 n 1 . 
— —— — 2 2 — fÜ—Wl6—— —ð 
— h _ 
* _ _ DEI - —— — — 


[ 46 ] 


Eount. According to you then, Sir, we 
have nothing to fear, but a ſudden unpre- 
meditated Inſurrection; and as againſt that 
Event, you place your chief Dependance 
upon the Army of England, it brings me to 
the other Advice you gave, which was, To 
inſiſt upon our Troops being continued in 
the Pay of England for the enſuing Year, — 


This, you know, I likewiſe oppoſed this 


Morning, on Account of the many Quar- 


rels that have happened during the Cam- 


paign between the Engliſß Soldiers and ours. 

Baron. And as I then told you, my 
Lord, I am ſorry there were not two or 
three Dozen of thoſe inſolent Fellows tuck- 
ed up, for their having the Impudence to in- 
ſult our People as they did. 

Count. Be a little impartial, Sir ; our Sol. 
diers ſometimes inſulted them, and were of- 
ten firſt in the wrong. | 

Baron. What then, my Lord, ought 
not thoſe ſaucy Scoundrels *, the FEng/:/þ 


* N. B. The reproachful Terms made uſe of by the 


Baron are as exactly tranſlated as poſſible. 
| Soldiers, 


ES 
Soldiers, to have bore it, when they confi- 
dered whoſe Command they were under ? 
If they were at any Time highly in- 
jured, might not they have complained ? 

Count, To whom, Sir ? 

Baron, To the chief Commander of the 
Brigade, or Detachment. 

Count, Who was always one of our 
own Countrymen, and was, I fear, but 
too. juſtly ſuſpected of being partial by the 
Engliſb. 7 | 

Baron. Then they might have gone to 
the chief Commander of the Army. 

Count, A common Soldier would have 
found it difficult to get Acceſs, 

Baron. Might not they, in that Caſe, 
have made their Complaints to ſome of their 
own General Officers ? 

Count, Who could give them no Re- 
dreſs, 

Baron. But they might have repreſented 
it to one that could. 

Count. Few of their General Officers would 
take upon them to do ſo, 
| ET Baron, 
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Baron, For what Reaſon ? 

Count. Nay, you know the Reaſon as 
well as I But, in ſhort, Sir, I think 
it a moſt dangerons Experiment to bring 
thoſe two Bodies of Troops together again 
into a Camp; for when there are ſuch 
Diſcords and Animoſities lurking in the 
Mind, the leaſt Accident may blow them 
op into a Flame, 

Baron. And the Conſequence would be, 
that I ſhould have the Satisfaction to ſee, 
perhaps, two or three hundred of thoſe 
Engliſh Raſcals laid dead in the Field, and 
two or three Score more of them erde 
ſhot for Mutiny. 

Count. But would not this alienate from 
us the Affections, and, perhaps, the Obedi- 
ence of the Army in England, upon which 
you yourſelf acknowledge our chief Security 
depends ? 

Baron. Nothing kke it, my Lord. No 
Engliſhman troubles his Head about what 
his Neighbour ſuffers, if he but finds him- 
ſelf at Eaſe, and well provided for, 


Count. 


8 
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Count. From whence had you this Cha- 
rafter of them? 

Baron. From Experience and Authority. 
—— Aſk our Egli Friend now here, be 
will confirm what I fay.— Co to Em- 
land, and you wilt hear every Man in Place 
or Office talking of the Happineſs, the Pro- 
ſperity, and the Riches of his Country, 
though from the Fall of Rents, the empty 
Houſes, the many Bankruptcies; and a 
Multitude of other Signs, it is apparent 
that the Nation in general is =_ going to 
Decay. 

Count. I am forry to hear it, becauſe the 
poorer they grow, the leſs we can draw from 
them. 

Baron. Pſhaw. There will always be 
enough for ns, As the Soil is rich, 
and the common People induſtrious, the 
very natural Produce will always furniſh us 
a plentiful Harveſt ; and the poorer they are, 
they will be the leſs ſaucy, and the more ca- 


ſily governed, 


H Count, 
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Count, If you mean by governed, op- 
| preſſed, you will find yourſelf miſtaken ; 
for a Man who has nothing to loſe but his 
Life, is always moſt ready to engage in a 
deſperate Undertaking : Whereas a Man 
who is poſſeſſed of a plentiful Eſtate, will 
bear with many Oppreſſions, rather than 
engage in any Undertaking by which he 
ventures both Life and Eſtate. 

Baron. I ſhall grant what you ſay, my 
Lord, but the poorer the People are, the 
more happy the Soldiers will find them ſelves, 
which will attach them the more firmly to 
the Government; and a ſmall Army will be 
ſufficient to keep an unarmed, undiſciplined 
Mob, however deſperate, in Obedience; or 
to reduce them, if they ſhould dare to re- 
bel. For my own Part, I am ſo fully 


convinced-of this, that I with, with all my 
Heart, there were an InſurreQtion in Eng- 
land, 

Count, Your Reaſon, Sir. 

Baron, I have many :—An unſucceſsful 


Rebellion always increaſes the Power of the 
Govern- 


514 

Government, as the laſt evidently did: — 
We - ſhould make a good Harveſt of the 
Forfeitures, perhaps a better than we made 
by the laſt ; and, which is my chief Reaſon, 
it might farniſh us with an Opportunity 
to carry fixteen or twenty thouſand of our 
Hanoverian Troops to England. 

Count. How come you to imagine ſo, Sir, 
when no ſuch Thing was thought of in 
the laſt Rebellion, nor even when the 
Spaniards deſigned to invade them, and 
actually landed ſome Troops in the Ifland ? 

Baron. Becauſe, my Lord, we have now 
got a Precedent for taking Hanover Troops 
into the Pay and Service of England, and 
the Engliſb, you know, are much governed 
by Precedent. Befides, the chief Ar- 
gument made uſe of laſt Winter, for taking 
our Troops into their Pay upon this Occaſi- 
on, would be much ſtronger for doing the 
ſame in caſe of a Rebellion; for the moſt 
prevailing Argument, I hear, was, becauſe 
as our Troops are under the Command of 
their King, they can depend more upan 

H 2 them 


them than upon thoſe of any other Prince, 
who might order his Troops to be drawn 
off the very Eve of a Battle, or in the 
Middle of a Siege; and would not this 
Argument be much ſtronger, in caſe of a 
Rebellion, when the very Being of what 
they t ves call their preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, might depend upon the Event 
of a Siege or Battle? | 

Count. As to the Strength of the Argu- 
ment, I muſt admit what you fay ; but 


their Jealouſy, I am afraid, Sir, will always 


prevent their conſenting to have any of our 
Troops brought, amongſt them, 

Baron, Conſenting, my Lord, we do not 
want the Conſent of the People: The 
Conſent, or rather the Advice of the Par- 
liament. is all we want; and we know 
how to get that, let the Meaſure be never 
ſo diſagreeable to the People. Nay, 
if the Parliament ſhould prove refractory, 
which, from Experience, we have no Cauſe 
to dread, you know, the King can do it 
by his own Authority ; and do you think 

any 


2 


3 
any Engliſh Miniſter, eſpecially the preſent, 
would oppoſe it, in caſe the King ſhould 
tell him, If you will not take my Troops 
you thall have no other, or, if you won't 
approve of calling my Troops over, I will 


get another Miniſter that will. My 
Lord, Prime Miniſter of England, even 
though. under our Direction, is a delicious 
Morſel; and, I hope, we ſhall always take 
Care to make the Forfeiture of his Head 
the Price of his Admiſſion, ſo that not only 
his Intereſt, but his Safety, will command 
his Obedience, | 

Count. From what you ſay, Sir, I muſt 
agree, that a Rebellion might very probably 
furniſh us with an Opportunity. to carry a 
large Body of our Troops over to England; 
but what would you do with them, af. 
ter having defeated the Rebels and reſtar- 
ed the Tranquillity of that Country ? 

Baron. Why, keep them there, and in- 
creaſe their Number as much as poſlible, 
in order to ſecure us againſt a Mutiny in 
the Engliſh Army. 


Count, 
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Count, Tam more apt to ſuſpest, it would 
beget one. 

Baron. You are full of Fears, my Lord, 
which proceed from your having a better 
Opinion of that People than I have or they 
deſerve; for as Self-Intereſt is their govern- 
ing Principle, and as a Spirit of Treachery 
| prevails among the common Soldiers of their 
Army, as well as among the common Peo- 
ple, if we had a good Body of our own 
Troops there, no ſuch Mutiny could ever 
happen as would be dangerous, 

Count. Would not a general Mutiny of 
the Exgliſb Army, ſupported by the People, 
be dangerous, even though we had a very 
large Body of our own Troops there? For 
if the whole People of the EleQorate, as 
well as our Troops, were carried over, we 
could not pretend to be capable of conquer- 
ing and ſubduing the Britiſp Dominions. 

Baron. The Succeſs of the Normans makes 
what your Lordſhip ſays a little dubious ; 
but from the Reaſons I have given I muſt 
conclude, that no _ Thing as a general 
Mutiny 


L 


Mutiny can ever happen; for Self-Intereſt 
will always ſecure to us the Fidelity of the 
Officers, and nothing like a general Mu- 
tiny of the common Soldiers can ever hap- 
pen, without a previous Concert, which 
one or other of them, in Hopes of a Re- 
ward, would certainly diſcover, before it 
could be made ripe for Execution. 

Count. The Reafons you have given are 
good, Sir, if your Character of that Peo- 
ple be juſt, - | 

Baron, My Lord, our Engliſh Friend, 
who is now here, and certainly knows them, 
will vouch for it. 

Count. Whatever others may do, I can- 
not entirely rely upon his Judgment; for 
I ſuſpect, it is too often founded upon ſome 
raſh and vain Conceit, the mere Phantom 
of his own Imagination ; or, perhaps, as 
moſt Men do, he forms his Character of 
Mankind, from what he knows to be his 
own: hgh 

Baron. But conſider, my Lord, what a 
fine yearly Revenue we ſhall bring in, by 

having 
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having our Troops continued in Exgiiſs 
Pay : —— We ſhall get at leaſt four or five 
hundred thouſand Pounds a year; and if 
we can procure their belng continued for 
one Year longer, we may prevail with the 
Parliament to continue them from Year to 
Year, as long as we can find a Pretence 
for their ſo doing, which will be for- 


ever. - This, I think, I may reaſona- 


bly ſuppoſe, from their Miniſters having 
always found a Pretence for keeping up 
ſach a numerous Army of their own, though 
no Nation in the World has leſs Occaſion 
for keeping up a Standing Army. Is 


it not then worth our while to run ſome 


Riſk, for the ſake of obtaining ſuch an 
Advantage? | 
* Cownt, I ſhall grant it is, Sir; but yet ! 
cannot ſay you have ſatisfied me ſo fully 
upon this Head as upon the other; for, I 
am afraid of ſtretching the Cord too far — 
However, as I find it will be agreeable to 
our Prince, and am ready to yield to your 
better Judgment, I fhall not oppoſe it in 


Council, 


#1. 
Council, eſpecially as I foreſee it will be to 
no Purpoſe; and. as, it is now. drawing near 


the Time of Dinner, it is neceflary for us 


to be gone, leſt we ſhould n 8 Com- 


pany wait. 


Baron. I heck. .your Lordſhip. for the 


| Compliment” you- pay to my Judgment; 


and am ready to. attend you when you 
pleaſe. 8 


The Coach being called, the two Gen- 
tlemen went off together; and the Lady flew 
to releaſe me from my Impriſonment. 
I acquainted her with what I had done, and 
the Peruſal of this Conference became a Part 
of our Amuſement : —— As ſhe has, I be- 
lieve, a ſincere Love for me, ſhe had before 
this Accident become a True Engliſbwoman, 
and therefore could not but take a Share in 
my Indignation at finding my Country ſo 


_ abuſed and ill-treated by Foreigners. 


Upon my coming over here, and obſerving 
how Matters ſtood, I reſolved to publiſh 


this Conference for the Information and Bene- 


S fit 
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Ft of my Countrymen; for from thence 
every Man muſt be convinced, that the 


aboliſhing of all Party Diftintions, and the 
eſtabliſhing of a True Engliſh Adminiſtration 


upon a Popular Footing, is the only Method 
for diſappointing all thoſe Schemes which 
Hanwerian Minifters have formed, or may 
fortn, for gaining or 1 an Influence 
upon our Councils, This is therefore 
what I ſhall always recommend to the utmoſt 
of my Power ; for though no Man ftands 
fairer for Advancement by 4 fareign Intereſt 


than I do, I diſdain to think of ra:fing my 


Fortune upon the Ruins of my Country. 

But as I neither could nor would preſume 
to publiſh this Conference, and much leſs an 
Account how I came by it, without the 
Lady's Approbation, I wrote to her upon 
the Subject, and particularly deſired to know, 
if ſhe had the leaſt Suſpicion, that either 


' 


her Character or Happineſs might ſuffer 


by the Publication; upon which I received 
the following Anſwer, 


My 


] 
< 


& — 


SI was, 1 my We com- | 
" felled to marry a Man, who, from the 
great Diſparity of Age, could never bope 65 
gain my Affection, we are now. Ftarated 
by Conſent : And as in entertaining Jour 
Converſation I had never any Defgn But 4 
little innocent Amuſement, in order to divert 
my melancholy Hours with what Women of 
another Turn of Mind, may perhaps think 
whimſical; your publiſhing what you propoye 
can give me no Diſquiet or Uneafmeſs, but 


may be of Service to me; becauſe, as ſion as 


T have fettled my Affairs here, I am reſolved 
to come over and ſpend the reſt of my Days in 
England, where I ſhall be free from ever 
ſeeing the Man T hate, and ſhall, I hope, enjoy 
the Pleaſure of ſometimes converſing with the 
Man who of all others will ever be moſt dear to 


Your unfortunate, but faithful, 
Feb. 5, 1744. 
Diana, 


Being 
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Being thus left at Liberty to communicate 
this CONFERENCE to the Publick, and alſo 
an Account how I came by it, I immediately 
reſolved to take what I thought the moſt 
proper Method for having it ſent to-the Preſs, 
and hope my Countrymen will-make a right 
Uſe of the Information I have thus given 
them. Adieu. 


11s. 
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declare herſelf an open Enemy to Britain, 
in which Shape ſhe is much leſs formida- 
ble than while ſhe acted as a /ecret one under the 
Vizard of Spain, Ido not in the leaſt Doubt, but 
that the Britiſh Spirit and Courage, (which has 


. S France has at laſt done us the Favour to 


always upon Trial been found ſuperior to that of 
the French) if directed ſolely by Britiſb Counſels, 


will bring the preſent War to a ſpeedy as well as 
honourable Iſſue; therefore, I ſhall take this Op- 

rtunity for recommending to our Soldiers and 
Sailors to lay afide all Party Diſtin&ions, and 
unite in a zealous Performance of their Duty, 
in their ſeveral Stations, againſt the old and faith- 
leſs Enemies of their Country; and to the Mem- 
bers of both our Houſes of Parliament, I muſt 
recommend the fame Union and Zeal in provid- 
ing the neceſſary Funds for a vigorous Proſecu- 


tion of the War; but at the ſame Time I muſt. 


take the Liberty to put them in Mind, that they 
have ſomething eiſe to do: Both Honour and 
Duty demand, that they ſhould Inquire how we 
have been led into the War ; for if in one Pe- 
riod we ſpend Millions to raiſe the Houſe of 
Auſtria up, in another to pull it down, and in 
a thicd to raiſe it up again, by ſuch a ridiculous 
_ expenſive Round, this Nation muſt be un- 
one, 

For this Reaſon, J hope, our Parliament will 
now at laſt think it their Duty to TIngiire, how 
K we 


men. 


ies ee R I. 


we came to ſet up the Maxim in the Vear 
1725, That the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria 


was become too great, and ought therefore to be 


reduced ; which Maxim we invariably purſued 
from that Time till the Death of the late Empe- 
ror ;——and particularly, that they will think it 


their Duty to Inquire into the Conduct of our 


Miniſters about the Time of the late Emperor's 
Death, and the King of Prufia's entering Sile- 
; for the latter, at the Time he entered Sie- 


fa, offered ſuch Terms of Accommodation with 


the Queen of Hungary, that it was Madneſs, I 
think, to refuſe them ; becauſe, if they had been 
accepted, it is evident, that neither Bavaria nor 
France would have ventured to attack that Prin- 


ceſs, nor would the French King ever have had 


the Honour of giving an Emperor to Germany; 
and if the Queen of Hungary and King of 
Pruffia had by our Means been reconciled, upon 
the Terms he at firſt offered, (which our Miniſters 
might, I am perſuaded, have brought about, if 
they had, at .that Time, had nothing in View 
but the Tranquillity of Europe, and the Intereſt 
of their native Country) we ſhould not only 
have been free from the Danger and Expence 
we are now involved in, but ſhould have ſecured 
ſuch a potent and real Alliance upon the Conti- 
nent, that France would not have dared to take 
upon her, to preſcribe to us in the Proſecution 
of our juſt War againſt SHain, nor to aſſiſt that 
Nation either with her Squadrons or her Sea- 
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An Inquiry into theſe Things can no way 
prevent or interrupt either the Proſecution, or 
the providing for the Proſecution of the War, 
becauſe, if our Miniſters have acted wiſely, they 
can eaſily anſwer for themſelves; and if they 
| have acted fooliſhly, or 7reacheroufly with re- 
| ſpeft to their Country, J am ure, it is not fit they 
| ſhould be the Men intruſted with the chief Con- 
duct of ſuch a dangerous War; therefore, I hope, 
| our Parliament will now think it their Duty to 
Inquire ftrittly into theſe Things; for if we 
have been unwiſely or treacherouſly led into the 
War, it is not very probable, that thoſe who 
have in ſuch a Manner led us into it, will con- 
duct it with Wiſdom, or with Fidelity to their 
native Country, | 
Vis confilit expers, mole ruit ſua ; and if this 
. ſhould be our unfortunate Caſe, I tremble for 
the Lives of our brave Soldiers and Sceamen : I 
tremble for what I'know to be much more dear 
to moſt of them, The Honour and Reputation 
of their Country; and I tremble at the Thoughts 
of what may be the Iſſue of the War. 
This Inquiry is therefore now become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and this Inquiry J recommend 
with the more Earneſtneſs, becauſe it will of 
courſe lead the Parliament into the contriving a 
of proper Methods for ſecuring their /uture Inde- 
fendency, and thereby the Liberties of their 
Country ; for if theſe be not, by fome new Re- 
gulations, provided for, our Succe's in the War 
2070 only rivet the Chains which Corruption, le- 
= ore it is ended, may fut on; and this makes me 
1 conclude 
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conclude with a Stang. 2 excellent Ballad 
publiſhed fomgFimo Ace 222 * 
For if Freedom and Tiras uſt 80800 2 
Never more, whyge the Silver Thame flows, 
What, alas, will't avail this loſt Iſle, | 5 
That Hungary! is free d from her Foes ? i 
Has her Safety reſtor d my dead Laws? 
Yet iecuridgis Birthright to me? 
Though the Gaul Bobemca withdraws, © 
F rom Crrprion have E been Tet free? " 
&. 
| _ Britannia) ; 1 London * for 74% 
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